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“So that in this and tn all things Your great and holy name may be gLonﬂed ’

Naguib Sawiris and Ola habbr honored at
Coptic Orphans 20th Anniversary Gala

Coptic Orphans was pleased to honor two
internationally-acclaimed business and philan-
thropy pioneers, Ms. Ola Ghabbour and Mr.
Naguib Sawiris, at its 20th Anniversary Gala,
held at the Marriott New York Downtown
on Saturday, October 18", 2008. Ghabbour
and Sawiris were recipients of the 2008
Leading by Example awards, conceived to
honor those who have set an example for
others by overcoming great obstacles to
build a better future for children.

“Serving others is my way of praising God,
of saying ‘Thank you, God, ” said Ms.
Ghabbour as she accepted the award.
Ghabbour was the catalyst for the donor-
supported establishment of Egypt's Chil-
dren’s Cancer Hospital, the first state-of-the-
art hospital in the Middle East dedicated to
children with cancer, which provides care to
families completely free of charge.

This year’s Gala was attended by close to
200 distinguished and diverse guests, a re-
flection of the growing significance of Coptic
Orphans as an international development
organization. The gala was the first public
function attended by the new Egyptian Am-
bassador to the U.S,, Amb. Sameh Shoukry.
Also present were UN Ambassador Maged
Abdel Aziz, Egyptian Consul in New York,
Ambassador Hussein Mubarak, and President
David Arnold of the American University in
Cairo.
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Ms. Manal Moussa, a participant in Coptic
Orphans’ Not Alone and Valuable Girl Project
programs, came from Sohag to present Mr.
Sawiris with his award. Manal’s achievements
(see page 2) earned her an award from the
Goldman Sachs 10,000 Women Partnership,
presented at the gala by Ms. Dina Powell,
Director of Global Corporate Engagement
at Goldman Sachs.

Naguib Sawiris, Chairman and CEO of Oras-
com Telecom Holdings, recognized the
power of a united Egyptian diaspora to solve
the common problems of Egypt, and warned
against relying solely on the great achieve-
ments of the past to keep the country
strong. “Sometimes | think we should de-
molish the pyramids so that we will have to
build something new to show the world
what we can achieve,” he joked, adding,
“The roots of this civilization are in all of us.
| am sure we will have our comeback—
though it may take time.”

Ms. Nermien Riad, Executive Director of
Coptic Orphans, emphasized that while the
organization was faith-based, development
involved working together at many levels in
service of humanity.

Sponsors underwrote the entire cost of the
gala. The unprecedented amount of contri-
butions from gala guests will directly support
children in Egypt to reach their potential.
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Donate Online
www.copticorphans.org

click on “ways to give” on
the lefthand menu.

To Reply, Insert Return Address on Other Side into Window of Enclosed Envelope.



Photos from Coptic Orphans’ 20th Anniversary Gala

Gala guests watch a short video reflecting on the past 20
years of the organization.
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The Gala’s Surprise Guest: Manal Moussa’s Story

“It is like a dream to be here today. Never did | imagine that | would one day be in New
York, speaking to an audience like this!” said Manal Farhoud Moussa, smiling from the
podium on the stage at the Coptic Orphans 20" Anniversary Gala.

Manal is from the small village of Hagr Meshta in Sohag, Upper Egypt: the same gover-
norate as Naguib Sawiris. Manal’s life was typical of that of many girls in her village until
her father’s death in 2001, when Manal was 4. Then the whole family moved in with
relatives into a small, mud-brick home. Her family struggled to survive on the meager
pension provided by the government and whatever her oldest brother, who had a wife
and children of his own, could contribute.

With the support of Dr. Mahawid, a representative in the Not Alone program, Manal
joined the Not Alone program and gradually grew hopeful about her future. “The visits
of Dr. Mahawid made me feel special. | understood that | had value, and shared my
opinions with people for the first time.” She became the first girl in her family to stay in school. Her sisters, like many others in her
village, dropped out of school, got married at an early age, and already have several children.

Manal (center) presents the Coptic Orphans Leading
by Example Award to Naguib Sawiris.

“I would have ended up like them,” she reflected.

In 2005, she signed up to be a mentor with the Valuable Girl Project so she could touch others’ lives the way her own had been
touched. Today, Manal continues to be an inspiration for many in her village, as she nears completion of her bachelor’s degree at
Assuit University.

Manal made a surprise appearance at the gala to share her story and present Naguib Sawiris with the Coptic Orphans Leading by
Example Award. Ms. Dina Powell, Director of Global Corporate Engagement at Goldman Sachs, announced that Manal was selected
to receive a scholarship to a business certificate program at the American University in Cairo (AUC) in honor of Naguib Sawiris.

With the scholarship to AUC, Manal hopes to gain the skills to help others exercise their rights and reach their potential. “l want to
help women and girls in my village to understand that they are important, and that they can achieve good things in life.”
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